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Beechcroft St Paul’s  
C of E VA Primary School  
Corporation Road, Weymouth 

Dorset, DT4 OLQ 
 

Headteacher: Mrs Sarah Sprague                                                                 Tel: 01305 783500 
Fax: 01305 785286 

Email: office@beechcroft.dorset.sch.uk 
 

23rd October 2009 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
NEWSLETTER NO: 2  
 
Wow - how quickly this first half of the Autumn term has gone!   As we near the half term 
holiday, I just wanted to update you on, and celebrate, some news from school… 
 
STATUTORY INSPECTION OF ANGICAN SCHOOLS (SIAS) - OUTSTANDING! 
 
We have recently received the report from our SIAS inspection that took place at the 
beginning of October. We were absolutely delighted with the outcome of the report that 
highlighted Beechcroft St Paul’s as an OUTSTANDING church school – a model of best 
practice!  
 
The inspector, Rev. Harold Stephens, was immensely impressed by the attitude of the 
children and at their knowledge, understanding and application of the R.E curriculum and their 
responses to areas covered through collective worship. My thanks goes to the staff, pupils, 
parents and governors involved in the inspection procedure and particularly to Father 
Richard. It is obvious that the outstanding church/school link has been made due to his 
commitment, support and creative hand of friendship - our immense thanks to him. 
 
If you would like a copy of the complete report please see the school office staff. Alternatively, 
the report is available on the school website. 
 
PRINCE’S TRUST 
 
Some of you may have noticed the work that has been going on in the Reception Class 
outside play area. We were recently nominated by the Prince’s Trust to receive their support 
for a project within school. A group of volunteers have raised money, planned and executed 
the development of this area for the benefit of our Reception children. It has been so exciting 
to see the blank canvas changing shape and form. I know this will transform the outside 
learning opportunities for our children and bring much enjoyment to them all. Our grateful 
thanks must go to the Prince’s Trust Team, for their professionalism and support for the 
school. 
 
BUILDINGS WORK  
 
We have recently been awarded some further funding that will allow the building of an 
extension to our music room. This will provide much needed additional space for a range of 
small group work within school, and it is expected that the work will commence after half term.  
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Due to the buildings work, part of the Secret Garden area will be out of use for the duration of 
the building works.  More information on access is included in the accompanying information 
sheet.    I feel confident that the inconvenience this may cause will be vastly outweighed by 
the benefits gained by having such an additional learning space. My thanks for your 
understanding during this period of development. 
 
ECO QUIZ 
 
Congratulations to the 2 teams that took part in the ECO quiz organized recently by the Chesil 
Education Partnership. The two teams came joint second in the competition, beating 12 other 
teams from neighbouring schools. Clearly the children’s ECO knowledge and awareness 
continues to grow.  
 
Congratulations to: Amelia Hawkins, Craig Nicholl, Tahin Ahmed, Hannah Parker, Bailey 
Mercer, Reba Stone and Connor Mills. 
 
FOOTBALL  
 
Congratulations also go to the Year 6 football team who recently beat St John’s. The final 14 
– 0 to Beechcroft scoreline not only demonstrated great skill and teamwork, but Mr Holloway 
was very proud that the children also showed great sportsmanship to the other team and did 
not over celebrate each goal scored!! 
 
Well done to:  Bailey Hall, Harry Hoff, Connor Mills, Nicholas Clothier, Cieron Bray, Jack 
Sapsworth, Jack Winter, Jayden Corbridge, Finley Mercer and Jordan Fraser-Moore. 
 
PTA 
 

It was lovely to see so many at the annual P.T.A. AGM held last week and to see some new 
faces who were keen to get involved in PTA events. Mrs Tonia Dowdell was re-elected as the 
Chairperson of the PTA, with Mrs Karen Rogers as Vice Chair and Mrs Jess Dennis as 
treasurer. My thanks to all members of the committee old and new. Their continued work and 
efforts on behalf of the children is so appreciated. 
 
P.T.A. representatives for each class are as follows: 
 
RECEPTION  Anna Watson 
YEAR 1   Nikki Edgar 
YEAR 2   Netty Loxley 
YEAR 3   Nikki Edgar 
YEAR 4   Hayley Wellman 
YEAR 5   Karen Rogers 
YEAR 6   Emma Mills 
PRESCHOOL Caroline Pollard 
 
HARVEST 
 
Our annual harvest festival was a great success this year with a week of focused work 
considering the meaning of harvest, at home and abroad. The quality of work was outstanding 
and we were so delighted to be able to share some of the thoughts, ideas and creations with 
the St Paul’s congregation. My thanks to you all for your contributions of food. The Fairway 
Centre helped distribute and deliver parcels of food taken by class representatives. They 
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were very touched by the thoughtful messages and generous gifts. 
 
TAKE ONE PICTURE PROJECT  
 
This week we have celebrated work completed in school as part of the National Gallery’s 
2009 ‘Take One Picture’ project. Many of you will have seen the picture of the ‘Fighting 
Temaraire’ that stands proudly outside my office. This was in response to last year’s project 
and we now have a number of fantastic pieces of visual art to share in response to this year’s 
picture ‘The Umbrellas’ by Renoir. Please take time to come into school and see the work that 
adorns our school hall. 
 
MORRISONS VOUCHERS 
 
Thank you to all those families that have kindly donated Morrisons Vouchers, we now have a 
healthy pile!  If you have any more vouchers lurking around we would be pleased to receive 
them – the final deadline is Friday 6th November 2009.  
 
HEALTH UPDATE  
 
The Swine Flu pandemic is certainly beginning to affect both children and staff at Beechcroft 
St Paul’s.  This is a good opportunity to remind all parents that the DFES guidelines state that 
children should be kept off school for 48 hours following their last bout of sickness or serious 
case of diarrhoea. 
 
Unfortunately we have also received several reports of headlice and threadworms in school, 
across several of the classes.  These are both extremely unpleasant conditions, and can be 
very distressing and uncomfortable for your children. 
 
Headlice can only be eradicated by careful and regular checking of hair – please could I urge 
parents to use the half term break to check hair, and treat as necessary – I enclose an 
information sheet for your assistance.  Cases of threadworms need to be treated by a Doctor, 
and I again enclose a fact sheet which I hope will be useful. 
 
AND FINALLY … 
 
Mrs Falconer begins her maternity leave today and we wish her all the very best for the birth 
of her second child. After half term we will welcome Miss Laura Stainer who will be taking 
over responsibility for the Reception Class until Mrs Falconer’s  return next year. I know many 
of the Reception parents have already had the opportunity to meet Miss Stainer at the 
parental drop in sessions. 
 
I hope you all have an enjoyable half term holiday with your children and we look forward to 
welcoming them back on Monday 2nd. November. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Mrs Sarah Sprague 
Headteacher 
 
Enc. 
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