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The first three years in secondary school have given the opportunity for all pupils to 
experience a wide range of subjects and activities.  In the next two years, most pupils will be 
preparing for public examinations which will require study in greater depth.  There is simply 
not enough time in the week for a pupil to study to examination level all the subjects (s)he 
has studied in the first three years, and this is why we have the Pathways process.   
 
The National Curriculum  
 
Key Stage 4 of this Curriculum, into which your child is about to step in Year 10, is assessed 
mainly through the GCSE courses (including Vocational Courses) and a pupil's level of 
attainment is reflected in their final exam grade.  The choice of subjects in these public 
exams is, therefore, now restricted by the compulsory elements in this Curriculum. 
 
ALL pupils in Key Stage 4 must take: Maths, English, Physical Education, Science and some 
Information and Communication Technology.  Many pupils may also wish to take Design and 
Technology and Modern Foreign Languages although these are no longer compulsory.  
Religious Education and Citizenship are compulsory for all pupils.  To encourage pupils to 
develop their creativity in all subjects, an Expressive Arts course was started in Year 9, for 
most this will be completed in Year 10.  At Saint Benedict Catholic School the Governors 
also require pupils to take a Personal Development Programme which includes Careers 
Education and work-related learning. 
 
1. CURRICULUM ROUTES - The National Curriculum allows schools to respond to 

pupilsô individual strengths and talents by allowing them to emphasise a particular 
curriculum area. 

 
2.  SOME STUDENTS MAY STUDY FEWER SUBJECTS THAN THEIR PEERS ï 

 Although schools must offer pupils a choice in Design and Technology, the Arts and 
 the Humanities, not all pupils will choose to follow all of these subjects at Key 
 Stage 4.  To make the most out of the core subjects some students will be advised 
 to follow the Skills Extra course.  This programme of study centres on developing 
 literacy and numeracy skills alongside other qualities which will help them get the 
 most from their other studies, including coursework support. 

 
  
Parents/carers of pupils who are advised to take this course will be individually 
contacted by a member of staff. 
 
Before any choice is made pupils must consider their long term career pathway.   
 
Not continuing to study a subject may restrict job opportunities later. 

Why 

Pathways? 
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NOTES 

 
Use these pages to write down important pieces of 
information, questions you want to ask, and things 
you need to remember. 



 

In a complex and changing world all young people need access to good 
quality, comprehensive and impartial Information, Advice and Guidance 
(IAG).  óQuality Standards for Young Peopleôs Information, Advice and 
Guidance DCSF 2007ô.   
 
Saint Benedict Catholic School works in partnership with Connexions  
Derbyshire, a service providing advice for young people, giving guidance, 
support and personal development for all 13-19 year olds.  It brings  
together all the services that help young people and gives them access to 
a Personal Adviser.  They are there to help with issues from bullying to 
drug addiction, careers to housing. 
 
ñConnexions is for all young people helping them to make decisions about 
their futureò. 
 
In Saint Benedict Catholic School we have a Personal Adviser, Mrs Lydia 
Gretton, who is available to help and guide pupils.  Appointments are  
necessary to see the Adviser.  Students can be supported through the 
many agencies including careers guidance.  The Personal Adviser can 
visit and meet with students and families away from school. 
 
Access to Connexions can be made through School, via House Leaders, 
Deputy House Leaders, Personal Tutors, the School Nurse or direct on: 
 
Tel:  01332 200033 
Tel:  0800 269468 
 
www.connexions.gov.uk 
 
www.connexions-derbyshire/talkitover 
 
e-mail:  cdd@connexions-derbyshire.org  

 

CONNEXIONS 
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Decisions 
 

 

 

 

 

YOUR YEAR 10 PATHWAYS SHEET:  
 

You must read it carefully ï ask your Personal Tutor if you do not understand  
something.  
 
Mr Thraves is available for any pupil who needs assistance.  You may also consult  
your Personal Tutor, your Head of House or your Deputy Head of House.  
 
 
 
This is mainly up to you, but the following points should be kept in mind: 

 
1. Motivation  Do you enjoy the subject?  You will probably try 

harder at the subjects you like.  Also, you will gain 
more enjoyment from doing the course. 

 
2. Ability  At what subjects are you best?  You may stand a 

better chance of getting good results, and 
examination success in these subjects.  Find out 
what your subject teachers think of your 
chances.  

 
3. Balance  It is sensible and desirable to choose a balance of 

subjects which keep open as many career options as 
possible.  If you opt for a narrow selection you may 
find that this limits your choice of career or further 
education course.  Your selection must, as 
mentioned above, reflect the requirements of the 
National Curriculum. 

 
4. Career Ambition  If you have a career in mind, then you should check if 

there are "essential subjects" which should be 
studied.  If you are not sure, go to see one of the 
members of staff listed above. 

 
 
Do not  choose your subjects on the basis of what your friends wish to take, nor should you 
choose them because of the teacher you think may (or may not) be teaching you.  The final 
decision as to courses taken will remain with the school. 
 
READ THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OF THIS BROCHURE VERY CAREFULLY  
BECAUSE IT EXPLAINS EACH SECTION OF YOUR ñPATHWAYS 2010ò FORM. 
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Pathways Forms 
 
 

(i) An example  copy of the ñPathways 2010ò is included at the end of this 
brochure for your information and use.   

 
(ii)  There is no guarantee that everyone  will be able to follow all of the  
 subjects which they choose. 
 
(iii) The choice you make should be your final choice. 
 
(iv) It may be necessary to modify your decision in the event that your choice 

results in your subjects showing insufficient balance. 
 
(v) The school will make the final decision as to which courses are followed. 
 
 
 
Forms must be returned to Personal Tutors by Friday 12th February 2010.   
 
 
It should be noted that if the numbers wishing to follow a course are very small, it 
may not be possible to run that course.   This decision will be made by the  
Governors of the School. 
 
and finally .....  
 
Read the remainder of this booklet carefully and make sure that your final choice 
of subjects is a positive decision on your part.  If you need further assistance, ask: 
 
   -  your subject teacher 
   -  the Head of Department 
   -  your Personal Tutor,  
   - your Head of House or the Deputy Head of House 
   - Mr Thraves 
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 by considering the changing patterns of work and careers and investigating the 

social and moral issues at work; 

being capable, after finding out about post-16 choices of education, training and 

work, of making choices about their own continuing education and training, and 
about career paths. 

 
3. Make and adjust plans to manage change and transition: 
 

by using the results of self-assessment in their career planning; 

by making decisions concerning their own post-16 choices; 

by use of action planning and the recording of achievement to support their career  

development; 

by being able to use the information and guidance to manage the transition to new 

roles and situations that they will meet, both in school and in the future at work and 
at leisure. 

 
The National Framework 11-19 óCEIAGô identifies two major components (outlined below) in a 
pupil's development and Saint Benedict School intends that each pupil will develop in the 
following areas through a planned programme. 
 
Careers Education:  
 
Helps our pupils develop the knowledge and skills they need to make successful choices, 
manage transitions in learning and move into work. 
 
Careers Guidance:  
 
Enables our pupils to use the knowledge and skills they develop to make the decisions about 
learning and work that are right for them.  
 
There is a substantial careers section in the Library.  Please see any of the Library staff for 
advice. 

 
 
 
FOR FURTHER CAREERS EDUCATION PLEASE SEE:  
  
House Leaders, Deputy House Leaders, Personal Tutors and Subject 
Teachers 
 
Mrs Lydia Gretton, Connexions Adviser (appointments can be booked 
through the Library Office). 
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Introduction  
 
In keeping with our Mission Statement at Saint Benedict Catholic School, we aim to develop each 
individualôs ópotential to the fullô, óstriving for excellenceô and treating all with ódignity and justiceô through a 
programme of Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG). 

 
 
ñYoung people who have received an effective careers education programme delivered through 
the curriculum, alongside impartial advice and guidance from external guidance specialists, make 
the best transitionsò 

 
14-19: Extending Opportunities and Raising Standards DfES 2002ô 

 
 
The central concern for CEIAG must be to prepare pupils for the choices, changes and transitions affecting 
their future education, training and life as adult members of society.  Whatever their background, gender, 
ethnic origin or abilities, CEIAG must help produce young people who are skilled, versatile and adaptable, 
preparing them for responsible citizenship. 
 
CEIAG is recognised as an issue for the whole of Saint Benedict School.  Consequently there will be 
elements of CEG which will be taught across the curriculum. As óInforming Choices 2005ô outlines the 
professional duties of teachers include óproviding guidance and advice to pupils on educational and social 
matters and on their future education and future careers, including information about sources of more 
expert advice on specific questionsô (pg. 4). 
 
Other elements of CEIAG will be taught mainly through the Personal Development Programme or as off 
curricular time. This whole programme is designed to prepare young people for the responsibilities, 
opportunities and experiences of adult life. Our vision is to help pupils ósee how their studies will lead to 
further education and employmentô (14-19: opportunity and excellence, Department for Education and 
Skills, DfES, January 2003). 
 
AIMS:  It is our intention that the pupils in our care will: 
 
1. Understand themselves and the influences on them; 
 

by assessing and having an understanding and awareness of themselves and by developing 

their personal qualities and skills; 

by clarifying and discussing their values, attitudes and preferences in relation to work; 

by developing key skills; 

by developing career management skills including self-reliance and self-presentation; 

 
2. Investigate opportunities in learning and work; 

by investigating the knowledge and skills which people need at work and the methods used 

to assess these; 

by having an awareness and investigating the opportunities available to them in education, 

training and possible careers through use of occupational and labour market information; 
 

Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance Policy (CEIAG) 
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Subject Title  
English Language and  
English Literature  

GCSE Equivalent  
Pupils will end Year 11 with 
two GCSEs 

Exam Board  AQA 

Time Allocation  
4 lessons per week - Year 10 
4 lessons per week - Year 11 

Assessment  
Coursework - 40% 
Exam - 60% 

Contact Staff  Mrs J Schiavone 

Course Code  
English Language A 3702 
 

New GCSEs in English are available from September ðat present exact 
details and specifications are not known.  This information is based on 
current information from the examination board,  and is for guidance 
only.  
 
English will help you to understand and enjoy a wide range of literary texts 
from Shakespeare to modern drama, novels and poetry.  In addition you will 
study a range of techniques to analyse Media and Non Fiction texts.  You will 
also develop your skills in the production of written texts. Pupils following this 
path of two GCSEs will follow the current GCSE English which will 
commence in Year 9 after Easter, and sit the examination in June 2011.  
There will be a possibility to resit the examination in November 2011.  The 
English Literature course will begin in the summer of 2011 and will follow the 
new Specification.  The course consists of coursework under controlled 
conditions and a final examination. 
 
You will be supplied with an anthology of short stories and poems in which to 
make detailed notes, although clean copies will be provided for the 
examination, following the Boardôs requirements. 
 
Lessons will be a combination of coursework production and examination 
skills. 
 
Coursework counts towards both GCSEs.  Coursework is a combination of 
written and speaking and listening assignments. 
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SUBJECT POINTS STUDENT X 
CHOICES 

STUDENT Y 
CHOICES 

Creative & Media DiplomaðFoundation 6   

Creative & Media DiplomaðHigher 6  1 

Engineering Diploma - Higher 6   

Engineering Diploma - Foundation 6   

Hair and Beauty Diploma/Certificate 6   

Hair and Beauty Certificate 6   

Building and Construction 4   

Business Studies - First Diploma 4 4  

Business Studies - GCSE 4   

ICT - Systems and Hardware 4   

Art and Design 2   

Child Development 2   

Creative Textiles 2   

Dance 2   

D and T - Food Technology 2   

D and T - Graphic Products 2   

D and T - Resistant Materials 2   

D and T - Electronic Products 2   

Drama 2  2 

Geography 2 1 3 

Health and Social Care 2   

History 2   

ICT - Entertainment and Media 2   

Modern Languages - French 2   

Music 2 2  

Music Technology 2   

Performing Arts 2   

Physical Education 2   

Principles of Engineering (PLTW) 2   

Psychology 2 3  

Science (Triple) 2  4 

Skills Extra 2   

Sociology 2 5  

IMPORTANT 
 
Please ensure 
that you  
complete your 
form in this 
way.  
 
If you just tick 
the boxes, 
your order of  
preferences 
cannot be 
taken into  
account and 
we want to 
make every 
effort to  
accommodate 
all pupils on 
the courses 
that they most 
want to do.  
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You each have an allocation of 6 points.   
The majority of subjects are worth 2 points. 
Some subjects are ódouble timeô subjects - they take up twice the time of a single 
subject - and are therefore worth 4 points.   
The Diploma courses are ótriple timeô subjects - they take up three times the time of a 
single subject and are therefore worth 6 points. If you wish to study a Diploma this 
should be your FIRST choice  (still complete your reserve choices). 
 
All pupils should choose courses which add to up six points (this may be one, two or 
three subjects depending on the amount of points each subject is worth). 
 
There are limited places available on all courses, so you need to consider your 
choices and your order of preference carefully .  In the event that we cannot  
accommodate all students on first preference courses, we need you to give some 
alternative choices, following on in your order of preference. 
 
At the Pathways Information Evening on Tuesday 26th January 2010 you will receive 
a form, part of which will look like the table shown on the next page. 
 
Place a number  in the column next to the subjects you wish to study and your  
alternative subjects.  Please see the examples below, which are shown on the table 

opposite: 
 
 

MAKING YOUR CHOICES AND HOW TO COMPLETE  
THE PATHWAYS 2010 FORM 

Student X wishes to follow: 
 
First Choice (1):   Geography     (2 points) 
Second Choice (2):    Music             (2 points) 
Third Choice (3):   Psychology   (2 points) 
 
Reserve Choices (These courses can be either 2 or 4 point courses, or one 6 point course) 

First Reserve Choice (4)                 Business    (4 points) 
Second Reserve Choice (5)            Sociology    (2 points) 

Student Y wishes to follow: 
 
First Choice (1):   Creative & Media (Higher) (6 points) 
 
Reserve Choices (These courses can be either 2 or 4 point courses, or one 6 point course) 

First Reserve Choice (2)                 Drama    (2 points) 
Second Reserve Choice (3)           Geography    (2 points) 
Third Reserve Choice (4)  Triple Science  (2 points) 

See column 3 

See column 4 

 

 

 

Subject Title  GCSE English  

GCSE Equivalent  1 GCSE 

Exam Board  AQA 

Time Allocation  
4 lessons per week - Year 10 
4 lessons per week - Year 11 

Assessment  
Coursework - 60% 
Exam - 40% 

Contact Staff  Mrs J Schiavone 

Course Code  AQA GCSE English 

Course Details  
New GCSEs in English are available from September ðat present exact 
details and specifications are not known.  This information is based on  
examination board and is for guidance only.  
English will help you to understand and enjoy a wide range of literary texts from 
Shakespeare to modern drama, novels and poetry.  In addition you will study a range 
of techniques to analyse Media and Non Fiction texts.  You will also develop your 
skills in the production of written texts. 
 
Some pupils will be advised to study for the new GCSE English which combines a 
mixture of English and English Literature offering a range of language and literature 
topics and which allows pupils to demonstrate their skills of English in real life con-
texts.  The course has a strong focus on functional skills which provides learners with 
the skills and abilities they need to take an active and responsible role in their com-
munities, their everyday lives, workplaces and educational settings.  
 
The examination element of the course consists of understanding and producing non-
fiction media texts. Coursework consist of a number of literary readings, a play by 
Shakespeare, a text from the English Literary Heritage and a text from a different 
culture. Pupils will also be asked to produce creative writing tasks in addition to three 
Speaking and Listening assessments.  Tasks are set by the exam board and will take 
place under controlled conditions.  
 
You will be supplied with an anthology of short stories and poems in which to make 
detailed notes, although clean copies will be provided for the examination, following 
the Boardôs requirements. 
  
 Lessons will be a combination of coursework production and examination skills. 
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Subject Title  Mathematics  

GCSE Equivalent  1 

Exam Board  Edexcel 

Time Allocation  3 lessons per week  

Assessment  

Exam - 100%  (3 written  
papers - one without a  
calculator) 

Contact Staff  
Mr B Warburton 
Mr R Freestone 

Course Code  
Mathematics (Modular 
2MB01) 

Course Details  
 
GCSE Mathematics is an important foundation subject for many other 
courses and for employment or further education, and is a  
requirement for many university courses.  Almost all jobs and careers 
require GCSE Mathematics.  The course builds upon the skills learnt 
in Key Stage 3 covering Number, Algebra, Geometry and Measures 
and Statistics and Probability. 
 
Whilst doing this course pupils will be given the chance to develop 
skills in application of number, ICT, communication, problem solving, 
working with others and in improving their own performance. 
 
Students will sit three written exams : 
Statistics and ProbabilityðCalculator allowedð30% - March Year 10 
Number, Algebra and Geometry 1ðNon Calculatorð30% -  
November Year 11 
Number, Algebra and Geometry 2ðCalculator allowedð40% - June 
Year 11 
 
Courses are constantly under review and may change in light of  
availability. 
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Subject Title  Sociology  

GCSE Equivalent  1 

Exam Board  OCR 

Time Allocation  
2 lessons per week - Year 10 
3 lessons per week -  Year 11 

Assessment  

3 Externally Assessed Units 
(Two are each worth 25%, 
and one is worth 50% of the 
total assessment) 

Contact Staff  
Miss A OôHanlon 
Mr J Malone 

Course Code   

Course Details  
 
The Units  
Unit B671: Sociology Basics  (25% of the total GCSE marks - 1 hr written paper worth 60 marks) 
This unit is made up of two sections. Section A encourages students to develop an 
understanding of how sociologists gather evidence along with the methods and processes 
involved in sociological research. Section B introduces the basic key concepts in Sociology such 
as culture, socialisation and identity, to lead to an understanding of the links between the 
individual and society. 
Unit B672: Socialisation, Culture and Identity (50% of the total GCSE marks - 1 hr 30 minute 
written paper worth 120 marks) 
This unit builds upon the knowledge gained in the first unit.  Pupils will study four key areas of 
Sociology, including:  Sociology of the family, Sociology of education, Sociology of crime and 
deviance, Sociology of youth.  

Unit B673: Applying Sociological Research Techniques (25% of the total GCSE marks - 1 hr 
written paper worth 60 marks) 

This unit in requires that candidates build on the knowledge gained in the first unit with reference 
to sociological research. Candidates will be provided with pre-released material, which will take 
the form of two investigations, both focusing on the same topic (Gender will be examined in 
2011). Candidates will then be tested on their understanding of the investigations in relation to 
Sociological Research. 
 
Why take Sociology?  
Studying social issues such as the family, the legal system, the role of education, deviance and 
crime, youth culture and social trends enable the student to broaden his or her awareness of the 
world around us.  Sociology will appeal to both the academic and vocational pupils because it 
studies common place events and activities (such as the role of the media) in a rigorous way.  It 
should be useful to students hoping to go on to the A-level Sociology course offered by the 
school or indeed those who may wish to go into further study, or enter the employment market.   
 
The course "provides pupils with opportunities to acquire knowledge and develop skills which 
enable them to participate in society and play roles within the community" (specification 
guidelines).  Therefore, this course is for well motivated, organised and mature students who 
wish to develop academic as well as interpersonal skills. 
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Subject Title  Science:  Triple  

GCSE Equivalent  3 

Exam Board  OCR 

Time Allocation  

2 lessons per week in Year 10 
3 lessons per week in Year 11 
(Plus the 5 lessons of science 
in the core curriculum) 

Assessment  
Exam - 66.7% 
Coursework - 33.3%  

Minimum Key Stage 
3 Requirement  

Working at Level 6 

Contact Staff  
Mr Walsh or any science 
teacher 

Course Code  

Biology GCSE:  J633 
Chemistry GCSE:  J634 
Physics GCSE:  J635 

Course Details  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment of Science GCSE consists of: 

External exams at the end of Year 10 and Year 11. 

Combination Case Study, Practical Data Analysis or  
 investigations for each GCSE (coursework)  

Biology GCSE  Chemistry GCSE  Physics GCSE  

B1:  You and Your Genes 
B2:  Keeping Healthy 
B3:  Life on Earth 
B4:  Homeostasis 
B5:  Growth and  
        Development 
B6:  Brain and Mind 
B7:  Further Biology:  
       Biology across the 
       Ecosystem 

C1:   Air Quality 
C2:   Material Choices 
C3:   Food Matters 
C4: Chemical Patterns 
C5: Chemicals of the  
        Natural Environment 
C6: Chemical Synthesis 
C7:   Further Chemistry: 

Chemistry for a  
        Sustainable World 

P1: The Earth in the Universe 
P2:  Radiation and Life 
P3:  Radioactive Materials 
P4: Explaining Motion 
P5: Electric Circuits 
P6: The Wave Model of  
        Radiation 
P7:  Further Physics:  
       Observing the Universe 
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Subject Title  Religious Studies  

GCSE Equivalent  1 

Exam Board  AQA 

Time Allocation  
3 lessons per week - Year 10  
2 lessons per week  - Year 11 

Assessment  Examination - 100% 

Contact Staff  Mr V Round 

Course Code  Religious Studies 500/4514/3  

Course Details  
 
The GCSE in Religious Studies follows on from the work done in Years 7-9. 
 

This modular GCSE course comprises 2 Papers:  Roman Catholicism 
(50%) and Roman Catholicism:  Ethics (50%).One paper will be sat at 
the end of each year of study.  
 
The first year of the course looks in detail at the Roman Catholic faith, 
its beliefs, practices and compares it with other Christian beliefs and 
practices.  In the second year of study an exploration of Roman 
Catholic and other approaches to ethics in life are studies, for 
example marriage, crime and punishment, war and peace, poverty 
and sexual ethics. 

 

External examinations of 1hr 30 mins will be at the end of each year of 
the course.  
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Subject Title  Religious Studies   

GCSE Equivalent  Entry Level Certificate 

Exam Board  AQA 

Time Allocation  
3 lessons per week - Year 10  
2 lessons per week - Year 11 

Assessment  

2 short external set  
examinations in Year 10 
(during the lessons) and 4 
internally set projects. 

Contact Staff  Mr V Round or  Miss V Neild 

Course Code  Religious Studies ELC 4906 

Course Details  
 
The Entry Level Certificate is for pupils who would struggle to gain a 
grade at GCSE.  This could be for a variety of reasons, not just  
relative to their ability. 
 
The course covers similar topics to those covered at GCSE.  The  
pupils sit two short externally set exams in year 10.  They then do a 
series of internally set projects from which the four best go toward 
their final grade.  The work is marked internally, and then sent to an 
external moderator.  
 
The scheme of assessment allows attainment to be recognised at  
Entry Levels 1, 2 and 3.   These levels are equivalent to Levels 1, 2 
and 3 in the National Framework for Religious Education.  To be  
eligible candidates must submit for assessment and moderation  
evidence from the units of work described above. 
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Subject Title  Psychology  

GCSE Equivalent  1 

Exam Board  OCR 

Time Allocation  
2 lessons per week - Year 10 
3 lessons per week -  Year 11 

Assessment  Exam - 100% 

Contact Staff  
Miss L Vere 
Miss A OôHanlon 

Course Code  J611 

Course Details  
 
Many aspects of psychology such as developmental, social, individual 
differentiation and cognitive psychology allow the candidate the opportunity 
to reflect upon human diversity in behaviour and thinking about the nature of 
humanity. A number of topics within the specification such as sex and gender 
development, obedience and behaviour therapies for phobias allow the 
candidate to explore moral and ethical questions concerning human 
behaviour. Candidates will also cover several topics within the specification 
such as atypical behaviour, non-verbal communication and the self which will 
raise questions concerning the individualôs relationship with normative 
groups and the wider society. Candidates will also consider applications of 
research, which is highlighted in topics such as equal opportunities for the 
sexes, memory aids, caring and education of children, and advertising. 
 
Psychology should be useful to students hoping to go on to the A-level 
Psychology course offered by the school or indeed those who may wish to 
enter the employment market.  It is also very useful for other further and 
higher education courses. 
 
The course encourages candidates to ñreflect on their own experience of the 
social world and acquire knowledge and develop skills which enable them to 
play informed roles within the communityò.  Therefore, this course is for well 
motivated, organised and mature students who wish to develop academic as 
well as interpersonal skills. 
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Subject Title  

BTEC Level 2 First  
Certificate in Engineering-
Principles of Engineering 
(PLTW)  

GCSE Equivalent  2 

Exam Board  BTEC/PLTW (USA) 

Time Allocation  
2 lessons per week - Year 10 
3 lessons per week - Year 11 

Assessment  
BTEC 100% coursework 
PLTW Exam - 100% 

Contact Staff  
Mr A Tokarski 
Mr M Walsh 

Course Code   

Course Details  
The course is based on a tried and trusted course from America and is 
backed by large industries and universities both in the UK and USA. You will 
explore various technology systems and manufacturing processes and learn 
how engineers and technicians use maths, science and technology in an 
engineering problem solving process to benefit people.  
 
To make the most of this course pupils should have a good understanding of 
mathematical and scientific principles and will probably be in top to middle 
sets. 
 
The main areas of study in this course are: 
Working practices in Engineering;  
Using and Interpreting Engineering Information;  
Applied Electrical and Mechanical Science for Technicians;  
mathematics for Engineering Technicians;  
Preparing & Controlling Engineering Manufacturing Operations;  
Selecting Engineering Materials. 
 
Within the course you will also develop an understanding of the different 
types of engineering and have the opportunity to improve your communica-
tion, testing and design skills. 
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GCSE SCIENCE 
 

It is compulsory to study 2 GCSE Science courses.  For students 
who are working at level 6 or above in year 9, there is an option to 
study three separate sciences at GCSE level ï The Triple Science 
course.  Please see page 46. 

There will be 10 groups in Science, set by ability. 

Students who wish to study Triple Science will choose this from the 
option blocks and be placed in triple science groups for the entire 
two years. They will then study Biology GCSE, Chemistry GCSE 
and Physics GCSE over the two years. 

The rest of the groups will only study Science in the core part of the 
timetable. 
 

All students in these groups will follow the Science: Core GCSE. 
Those pupils in higher groups will study Science: Additional GCSE 
and those in other groups will study Science: Applied GCSE. 

Progression to A-Level Biology, Chemistry or Physics will come 
from those studying either Triple Science or Science: Core + 
Science: Additional. 
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Subject Title  Science:  Core  

GCSE Equivalent  1 

Exam Board  OCR 

Time Allocation  
3 lessons per week - Year 10 
2 lessons per week - Year 11 

Assessment  
Exam - 66.7% 
Coursework - 33.3%  

Contact Staff  
Mr Walsh or any science 
teacher 

Course Code  J630 

Course Details  

 
Core Science GCSE is designed to prepare students for life as  
citizens in the 21

st
 Century.  The taught units are: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment of Science GCSE consists of: 

External exams at the end of Year 10 and Year 11 
Case Study and Practical Data Analysis (coursework)  

B1:  You and Your 
 Genes 

C1:  Air Quality 

P1:  The Earth in 
 the Universe 

B2:  Keeping Healthy 

C2:  Material Choices 

P2:  Radiation and 
 Life 

B3:  Life on Earth 

C3:  Food Matters 

P3:  Radioactive  
 Materials 
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Subject Title  Physical Education  

GCSE Equivalent  1 

Exam Board  Edexcel 

Time Allocation  
2 lessons per week  - Year 10 
3 lessons per week -  Year 11 

Assessment  
Examination  - 40% 
Practical - 48% 
AOP and Coursework - 12% 

Contact Staff  Your PE teacher 

Course Code  
Full Course  - 1827 
Short Course - 3827 

Course Details  
 
The GCSE Physical Education course has several strands.  You will cover at least 
four different activities, and take part in theory lessons.  Activities include netball, 
football, badminton, rounders and athletics. 
 
Practical activities are teacher assessed at the end of each module.  The marks 
gained will give some indication of level of performance in your final practical 
assessment with the Examiner.  You can be assessed as player/participant, leader or 
official. 
 
In theory lessons you will cover topics about the body systems and how they work in 
a sporting context.  You will also look at issues relating to the benefits of a healthy, 
active lifestyle and your personal health and wellbeing.  You must also complete a 
piece of written coursework based on a Personal Exercise Programme. 
 
As part of your coursework you must also take part in an Analysis of Performance 
(AOP).  This is where you look at a person in a particular sport and identify their 
strengths, weaknesses and suggest means of improvement. 
 
GCSE Physical Education provides a good foundation for further study at vocational 
or advanced level. 
 
If you are unsure as to whether this course would suit you then ask your PE 

teacher for advice . 
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Subject Title  
Performing Arts - 
BTEC First Certificate  

GCSE Equivalent  2 

Exam Board  Edexcel 

Time Allocation  
2 lessons per week - Year 10 
3 lessons per week - Year 11 

Assessment  
Assignments consisting of per-
formances and written logbook 

Contact Staff  Mrs A West 

Course Code    

 
ñThe real secret of magic lies in the performance.ò  David Copperfield 

 

Course Details  
 
If you are an individual who loves performing, who is keen, motivated and hard 
working and who wants to experience a taster of life in the Performing Arts, 
then this course for you! The BTEC First Certificate in Performing Arts 
(Performance) allows you the chance to have a óhands onô experience of all 
aspects of performance, from dance to drama to musical theatre ï the  
opportunities are endless! 
 
All students will study three units over two years:  Understanding Drama,  
Performing Dance and Working as a Musical Ensemble. 
 
All units are internally assessed and externally verified. 
 
Over the duration of the course, you will have the opportunity to learn about the 
performing arts and the entertainment industries, and form part of it yourselves! 
You will improve existing skills and learn new skills in the three areas and take 
part in a variety of major performances. 
 
A BTEC qualification provides a broad educational base for further training, 
further education or for employment within the performing arts sector. 
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Subject Title  Science:  Additional   

GCSE Equivalent  1 

Exam Board  OCR 

Time Allocation  
2 lessons per week - Year 10 
3 lessons per week - Year 11 

Assessment  
Exam - 66.7%  
Coursework - 33.3%  

Contact Staff  
Mr Walsh or any science 
teacher 

Course Code  J630 

Course Details  
 

Contains nine taught units, i.e. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment of both Science GCSE courses consists of: 

External exams in January and June of Year 10 and Year 11 
Assessed coursework during Year 11 

B4: Homeostasis 

C4: Chemical Patterns 

P4: Explaining Motion 

B5: Growth and Development 

C5: Chemicals of the Natural 
Environment 

P5: Electric Circuits 

B6: Brain and Mind 

C6: Chemical Synthesis 

P6: The Wave Model of 
Radiation 
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